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New Research Shows Texas Immigrants Accounted for Over 20 Percent of Workforce 

Across Several Leading Industries 

  

The American Immigration Council report underscores the key role immigrants play in the 

state’s workforce 

  

AUSTIN, TX – New research on The Economic Contributions of Immigrants in Texas released 

today by Texans for Economic Growth–a statewide 125+-member business coalition powered by 

the American Immigration Council–in partnership with the Texas Association of Business and 

the Texas Business Leadership Council underscores the crucial role immigrants in Texas play in 

some of the state’s fastest growing and most in demand fields. 

  

“Workforce is one of the top issues for businesses across our state. We need to do everything we 

can to ensure we have the right immigration policies in place so that some of the hardest working 

people on the planet can come to the U.S. and contribute to our economy,” said Glenn Hamer, 

president and CEO of the Texas Association of Business. “This report illustrates the 

tremendous contributions immigrant workers make in Texas and that our economy heavily relies 

on them.” 

  

Justin Yancy, president of the Texas Business Leadership Council (TBLC) added, 

“The TBLC is proud to partner with the American Immigration Council (the Council) in 

highlighting the importance of immigration reform, especially as it relates to our state and 

nation’s economic prosperity. According to the Council, immigrants make up more than 13% of 

healthcare workers—one of the most in-demand career fields in the country. In Texas, according 
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to this new report, we have seen a 91% increase in job postings for healthcare professionals and a 

265% increase in posts requesting bilingual skills. Texas is in critical need of qualified, bilingual 

healthcare professionals, and immigrants to our country — whether they are holding a visa, are a 

DACA recipient, or a newly naturalized U.S. citizen — are helping to relieve this labor 

shortage.” 

  

Key findings: 

 

• Growth in the immigrant population has helped strengthen the Texas labor force. In 

2019, immigrants in Texas comprised 17.1 percent of the population, but 21.9 

percent of the state’s overall workforce. As of 2021, there were 7.1 million Texans 

aged 55 and older expected to retire in the next decade. 

• The Texas economy continues to expand, with job postings more than doubling 

from 1.85 million in 2017 to 3.84 million in 2021. Immigrants will be crucial to meeting 

demand in the sectors that power the Texas economy. 

• Manufacturing is a key economic driver in Texas. In 2019, the economic output of the 

state’s manufacturing sector was larger than the manufacturing GDP of either Russia or 

Mexico, and of Portugal’s entire national economy. The greatest number of online job 

postings in 2021 was for production workers; postings tripled from 7,508 to 23,010 in 

five years. In 2019, immigrants made up 28.3 percent of all production workers in 

Texas. 

• Job postings in the healthcare industry increased by 90.9 percent from 2017 to 2021, 

and job postings for healthcare occupations that requested bilingual workers grew by 

264.6 percent. In 2019 20.4 percent of registered nurses (RNs), 14.5 percent of licensed 

practical nurses (LPNs), and 28.7 percent of home healthcare aides were immigrants. 

• Immigrants play a critical role in easing teacher shortages. From 2017 to 2021, online 

job postings for teachers and teaching assistants in Texas K-12 schools doubled. During 

that same period, online job postings for K-12 teachers and educational support 

occupations that listed bilingual skills grew by 158.1 percent. 

  

### 

  

About Texans for Economic Growth 

Texans for Economic Growth is a coalition of more than 125 Texas business leaders and 

associations dedicated to recognizing and supporting the positive impact that immigrants have 

on the Texas economy as business owners, taxpayers, and consumers. With its launch on 

February 26, 2019, the coalition released the Texas Compact on Immigration, a set of principles 

signed by more than 145 Texas business leaders and groups to guide the immigration discussion 

at the state and federal level. Texans for Economic Growth supports common-sense federal 

immigration reforms, as well as statewide policies that recognize the valuable contributions 

immigrants make to the state. Learn more at txcompact.org. 

 

About the American Immigration Council 

The American Immigration Council works to strengthen America by shaping how America thinks 

about and acts towards immigrants and immigration and by working toward a more fair and just 

immigration system that opens its doors to those in need of protection and unleashes the energy 

https://www.txcompact.org/compact
https://www.txcompact.org/
http://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/


and skills that immigrants bring. The Council brings together problem solvers and employs four 

coordinated approaches to advance change—litigation, research, legislative and administrative 

advocacy, and communications. In January 2022, the Council and New American Economy 

merged to combine a broad suite of advocacy tools to better expand and protect the rights of 

immigrants, more fully ensure immigrants’ ability to succeed economically, and help make the 

communities they settle in more welcoming. Follow the latest Council news and information on 

ImmigrationImpact.com and Twitter @immcouncil.  

  

About the Texas Association of Business 

TAB is the Texas State Chamber, representing companies of every size and industry. The 

Association’s purpose is to champion the best business climate in the world, unleashing the 

power of free enterprise to enhance lives for generations.  

 

About the Texas Business Leadership Council 

The Texas Business Leadership Council is a statewide network of CEOs and senior business 

executives who advance a long-term vision of a prosperous Texas in a globally competitive 

business environment. The TBLC brings expertise, research, financial resources and advocacy to 

the leaders of Texas state government to provide a unique view of the potential outcomes of 

legislation, regulation and statewide funding. 
 

https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/content/american-immigration-council-and-new-american-economy-are-merging
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/content/american-immigration-council-and-new-american-economy-are-merging
http://www.immigrationimpact.com/
http://www.immigrationimpact.com/
https://twitter.com/immcouncil

